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Editorial 


Security, Independence 
and Democracy are 
Mottos or Reality?! 

Since the start of the Interim authority and 
t he Transitional government till now. 
independence and democracy as many other 
mottos have been shedding as rain and hails 
upon us. But sadly and unfortunately that 
these boasting and clattering mottos could 
not only abolish the drought, insecurity, 
strangling and compelling, but also new 
thorns (problems) are growing along our 
way. 

If we suppose these mottos are of foreign 
interference, the incapability and 
vulnerability of the exporters will be 
revealed, and we think il a result ot our 
mistrust, these are like the useless mottos 
in which we can find the signs of the 
betrayals 

The raid by some unknown armed people 
on the residential house of Mr Abdul 
Hameed Mubarez, media Deputy of the 

Ministry of Information and Culture, 

imprisoning his daughter and all his home 
indi\iduals and spreading warning papers 
around his home, was not once again an 
issue of independence, insecurity and not 
democracy in Kabul, especially in an area ! 
which is surrounded by various 

governmental security forces, or the 

residence of the diplomats, Shirpur 
In present situation as the tumult of 
elections are coming up and democracy is 
emerging in the history of our country, the 
assault on the residence of the Deputy ot 
the Ministry of Information and Culture, 
who irrigates the roots of independence and 
democracy, what meaning can it have for 
our rich men who gives the great mottos in 
the hope of reaching their political and 
electoral triumph 

As the prejudicial combats are continuing 
in the country and the only judge of which 
can be Mr Karzai, people are confusingly 
waiting to know and create a link between 
the boastful mottos and the still ongoing 
abusing activities, and at the end they want 
to see where do all these combats finds its 
way through' 1 ! 

Now the question coming to mind is that if 
the assault was not planned and achieved to 
terror Mr Mubarez, then why and on the 
basis of which legal permit and the 
discretion of which court, his home was 
searched and his daughter and other 
members of his family were imprisoned 
But the constitution approved in the Loya 
Jirga (great council) of last year has 
permitted this 1 If not then in a 
constitutional country <'} how can such an 
accident occur? 

Certainly the public conceptions, especially 
those who give such mottos are asking Mr 
Karzai as the head of the government and 
the candidate of the upcoming Presidency, 
that in case the security of the high-level 
government officials cannot be guaranteed, 
then what about the destiny of those poor 
citizens whom you have given the 
insecurity more than the bread, wages and 
anything else, from now till the end of your 
forthcoming presidential period? And on 
which hope you will expect the people to 
vote you for your success and your 
forthcoming government? 

Once again we want to ask you that the 
Independence, Democracy and Security are 
mottos or a fact 7 


Karzai 'Shuffles' Warlords 


kaw li (Renters) - President Hamid Karzai 
has removed three powerful militia 
leaders from posts as army 
commanders as part of a shake-up 
aimed at ensuring an October election 
is safe and fair, a spokesman said on 

Tuesday 

The militia commanders include 
General Ustad Atta Mohammad, whose 
men have often clashed with forces of 
a rival commander. He is one of the 
most powerful faction commanders and 
helped defeat the Taliban in 2001. 

"This is part of a series of changes that 
will continue," said presidential 
spokesman Jawed Ludin "Our aim 
was to give people assurances." 

"If concern exists in some parts that 
people are facing a security threat, it is 
the government’s duty to provide 
security and allow safe and free 
elections," Ludin said. 

Militia factions, mostly drawn up along 
ethnic lines and loosely grouped under 
the Defense Ministry in army corps, are 
being demobilized but only a fraction of 
an estimated 50,000 fighters have 
given up their guns. 

Karzai, who came to power after U.S.- 
ted troops overthrew the Taliban, has 
struggled to impose central 


government authority in areas under 
militia factions and recently said they 
posed more of a threat to stability than 
Taliban rebels. 

His spokesman said all parties agreed 
to the changes. 

"There was a consensus of view on all 
issues and, God willing, there will be 
necessary cooperation from all sides 
so a better election can be held," Ludin 
said 

The United States, helping set up a 
new Afghan National Army drawn from 
all regions and ethnic groups, has 
stressed the importance of giving militia 
commanders new jobs under the 
disarmament drive. 

The appointment of two of the men as 
provincial police chiefs and the third as 
a provincial governor appears to 
address that. 

Atta, who was not immediately 
available for comment, will become 
governor of Balkh province in the north, 
Ludin said. 

One of the other two commanders to 
lose their army corps commands is 
General Hazrat Ali, whose forces have 
helped U.S. troops in their hunt for al 
Qaeda and Taliban leaders. He 
becomes police chief of Nangarhar 
province in the east, Ludin said.' 


In the south, General Khan Mohammad 
Khan, a prominent guerrilla chief during 
the war against Soviet forces in the 
1980s, will become Kandahar police 
chief, the spokesman said. 

Khan declined to comment. 

Ludin said replacements for the three 
would be announced later. The shake- 
up follows days of discussions between 
Karzai and the commanders of all 10 
corps in Kabul. 

Afghanistan will hold its first direct, free 
presidential election on October 9, with 
parliamentary polls set for next April. 
The United' Nations says there cannot 
be full political freedom until there -is 
large-scale disarmament of the militias. 
With both Karzai and the United States 
keen to avoid instability in the run-up to 
the elections, the three commanders 
were not expected to create trouble. 
One analyst described the changes as 
circumspect and said the men could 
still command the loyalty of their 
troops. 

"All of them have been relocated within 
their provinces and have been given 
positions of authority," said Vikram 
Parekh of the Brussels-based 
International Crisis Group think-tank. 

"I don't think their bases of power have 
been significantly reduced That r s 
much more complex than changing 
someone's title." 

Regional commanders have defied 
Karzai several times. Provincial officials 
appointed by him have been barred 
from taking their posts or forced out by 
commanders unhappy with their 
appointment. 

Atta's men recently seized the 
headquarters of the Balkh province 
police chief, who was appointed by 
Karzai, amid accusations of drug 
trafficking 

But some factional commanders say 
their forces have made their fiefdoms 
more stable than most of the country, 
and many people living in those areas 
agree. 

Karzai, who is expected to win the 
presidential election, will announce his 
candidacy next week along with names 
of two candidates for vice president, 
Ludin said. 


Coalition 
Militants Attack 
Afghan Security 
Forces Convoy 

KABUL- 

Three anti-coalition 
militants attacked a 
small Afghan Security 
Forces convoy 

around 6:30 p.m 
Tuesday 30 

kilometers northwest 
of Qalat. 

There was no 
damage or casualties 
to the convoy, and no 
verifiable damage or 
casualties to the 
ACM. 

The convoy consisted 
of two sport utility 
vehicles and 12 
Afghan Security 
Forces personnel 
The Afghan Security 
Forcesd dismounted 
their vehicles and 
chased the ACM, 
while coalition forces 
dispatched a quick 
reaction force to 
assist them 


Mulls 0mar f s Brother-in-law Captured 


KABUL (Reuters) 

Security forces captured a brother- 
in-law of fugitive Taliban leader 
Mullah Mohammad Omar on 
Tuesday after a shoot-out in which 
one government soldier was killed, 
officials said. 

The man. Mullah Amanullalv was 
arrested during a pre-dawn raid in 
the centra) province of Uruzgam 
Omar's home province. they said 
"He is in our custody" said the 
chief of police in Uruzgnn. Roo/i 
Khan, re fern i ig to Amanu Uah 
Omar had four wives and its was 
not mimcdiatcK known how mam 
brothers-in-law he had but one 
official said AmanullaVs arrest 
might provide clues in the hunt for 
Omar. 

Mullah Omar is among the 
militants most wanted b> Afghan 
and U.S forces, and is believed to 
be astvvclv involved in 
coordinating an insurgenev against 
foreign and local troops in 
Afghanistan that has claimed 
hundreds of lives this year 
Mullah is a otic for Muslim clerics 
which main senior members of 
the ousted Taliban use. 
Dinar has been on the run since the 
Taliban fled Kabul iii November 
2001 as U S-backed forces 


advanced on the city. His 

vv hereabouts remain a mystery 
M Hc can not hide himself forever. I 
am certain that this arrest is a step 
toward capturing him." said 
President Hamid Karzafs 

spokesman. Jawed Ludin 
But Khan, who said a government 
soldier was killed during the raid 
in which Amanullah was seized, 
was not so optimistic about 
capturing Omar He suggested 
Omar was hiding out in Pakistan's 
wild tribal lands, just over the 
border from Afghanistan. 
"It is impossible to capture him 
here." Khan said 

Pakistan, which has launched 
sweeps of its largely autonomous 
tribal areas aimed al clearing out 
foreign Islamic militants, denies 
that any top Taliban or al Qaeda 
leaders a^e hiding on its soil 

Amanullah was found with money 
that authorities believed he was 
planning to distribute to Taliban 
fighters, who hav e stepped attacks 
in the run-up to a presidential 
election on October 9. 
He also had a satellite telephone, a 
pistol and an automatic rifle. 
Amanullah would bo handed over 
to central government authorities if 
that was ordered. Khan said. 


This month security forces in the 
south arrested a man they 
described as Omar's former 
bodyguard 

The man contacted Omar by 
telephone m the presence of 
security forces, who said it was the 
first indication in months that 
Omar was still alive. When 
officers tried to call the telephone 
number again there was no reply 
Omar was supreme leader of the 
Taliban when the movement 
allowed the al Qaeda network of 
Osama bin Laden to establish 
training camps in Afghanistan, 
Omar refused to hand over the 
Saudi-bom dissident after the 
September 11.2001. attacks on die 
United States by bin Laden’s al 
Qaeda network. 

The reel usn e Oman who was bom 
in 1959. lost an ev e battling Soviet 
invaders in the 1980s 
About 500 government troops, 
backed bv U.S.-ted forces, have 
launched an operation to root out 
Taliban fighters in Zabul province, 
to the southeast of Uruzgan. state 
media said. 

One suspected Taliban gunman 
was killed, three were wounded 
and fiv e were captured in the latest 
clash, it said 
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3 Frooi u.s. in A/jk» Court ! i Official: Militia Comatidet Shot 

> ■ ' * , i 


Kabul- 

The three Americans who 
were arrested by the Afghan 
police on July 5 on suspicion 
of operalutg an illegal jail in 
Kabul appeared in court here 
on Sunday and, at a 
prelimiiian hearing, were also 
charged with robbing, beating 
and torturing their detainees 
The three men, wearing plain 
clothes and United States 
Anm combat boots, said the\ 
were Jack Idema ^ a former 
member of the American 
special forces: Edward 

Caraballo, a journalist: and 
Brent Bennett, who gave no 
profession Mr Idema said he 
intended 10 call high-level 
Afghan officials, generals, 
corps commanders and 
ambassadors in his detense 
Lind said lie had been working 
with Afghan and American 
forces. contentions that 
Afghan an J American officials 
have denied, 

“We were working direeth 
with them and for them; Mr 
Idema said, referring to the 
officials he said he wanted to 
call as witnesses 
Although the hearing was just 
a prelim man proceeding to 
exp) am 'J le eh a rge s to t h e 
defendants, including four 
Afghans arrested with the 
three Americans, Mr Idema 

spoke for two hours 
Since Ins arrival several 
months ago he contended, he 
' had captured a high-level 
liihban security official and 
handed him over to American 
forces at Bagrani Air Base I le 
also said he had uncovered a 
plot by supporters of Al 
Qaeda, the Taliban and 
Uulbuddin llekmatyar, a 
warlord who is being sought 
on criminal charges, to 
assassinate the Alghan 
education minister, Yunus 
Qanoom. and die defense 
minister. Marshal Muhammad 
Qasim f alnm, and to blow up 
fuel tankers in the American 
and NATO military 
headquarters Hie plots, he 
said, were intended to 
precipitate civil war m 
Afghanistan 

Me said that he worked for a 
secret counterterrorist unit 
direct 1\ responsible to Lhe 


arrested in a raid on a private 
house in a central district ot 
Kabul after the American 
military issued a media 
advisory that a man calling 
himself Jonathan K Idema 
was suspected of representing 
himself as an American 
government and/or military 
official. "Idema does not 
represent the American 
government, and we do not 
employ himT the notice said 
Mr Idema said in an aside that 
liis real name was .lack, and 
that Jonathan was his father's 
name. 

American officials have said 
that Mr Idema and his group 
were posing as a United Slates 
Special f orces counterterrorist 
umt to wage their own war 
against terror, or to win favor 
in American government or | 
military circles by catching 
terrorism suspects. 

The police found eight 
Afghans being held prisoner m 
Mr Idema's house I he 
prisoners had been there for 
about 12 days_ the police said 
In front of three judges and 
three prosecutors, sitting on 
sofas in the small room. Judge 
Abdul Basel Bakhtruri asked 
the Americans it they wanted 
to defend themselves and how 
long lhe\ would need to 
prepare then defense lie 

handed out a list ol lhe 
charges saying the Anieiuans 
Would Slave time to translate it 
Lo English and read it Mie 
trial was set lor VVednesdav 
Mi idema said Mt Qttnoom 
and his brother. Haji Ibrahim, 
who is Mr Qanootu's duel ot 
security, were among lus 
possible witnesses Mr Idcm-i 
said that he and lus unit had 
uncovered a 1 all ban plot to 
assassinate Mi Qnnoom. and 
that Mr Ibrahim had been 
present when the\ carried out 
a raid and arrested mi 
important suspect 
Mr Uanooiu declined lo 
comment on Mr Idema or am 
assassination plot, and said lie 
: followed the government^ 
i view of the ease Mr Ibrahim 
i speaking through an aide 
denied that he was present at 
[ the raid or am arrests. "1 h> 
l words are nothing but air," he 
i said of Mr Idema 


Gunmen shot and 
wounded a militia 

commander in the center 
of the capital Monday, 
officials said Police said 
they arrested two 
suspects. 

The attackers fired on 
Malik Zaria commander 
of the 9th Regiment 
from eastern Kunar 
province, in Kabul's 

downtown Jadi 

Maiwand district on 

Monday morning. 

Mirza Mohammed Saifi, 
police chief in Kabul's 
District One, said the 
two men waited outside 
a hotel where Zarin was 


staying and opened fire assassinate Zarin. Saifi 

with pistols when he sa 'd He declined to 

further details. 


approached. 


"Zarin was hit five times Two years after the fall 
in the hand, arm and of the Taliban, many 


leg," Saifi said, areas 
Ghulam Hassan are r 

Akbarzada, a Defense betwe 
Ministry official, gave a which 
slightly different over 


said, areas of Afghanistan 
Hassan are racked by feuds 
Defense between rival militias 
gave a which regularly boil 
HifWnt over into violence. 


account, saying the Security in Kunar is 
gunmen had fired from a undermined b y 

ot. He said the struggles for control ot 
commander was in "bad lucrative timber- 


shape" 

hospital 


Kabul smuggling to 

neighboring Pakistan as 


Police seized two men well as anti-government 
who said they had been militants who launch 
paid about $10,000 by a sporadic attacks on U.S 
man called Hussein to troops based there 



IVnuigou mat that the ' mictl 
States 1 nibussv w ouki noi 
know of lus ucimlies I le said 
he fought beside uuliU Till bun 
forces 'in 21101 and returned to 
Afghanistan this year 
1 le denied mistreating 
prisoners and said he unh Held 
suspects in his house until he 
| could deliver them to 
' American or Afghan forces 
Mr Cur aba) lo, wearing a 
black T-shirt, said he had 
come to follow Mi Idemas 
unit around, with the ami ol 
writing a journalistic account 
Mr Bennett, who was younger 
and wore an American 
military' khaki 1-shirt, looked 
anxious and did not speak to 
the court Nor did the Alghan 
defendants 

Mr Idema. who answered 
questions from lhe judge and 
prosecutor for the whole 
croup, said the lour Afghans 
arrested with him included 
Lw o interpreters, a 

housedeaner and gardener and 
a man who hud come to him 

I for a job as a guard 
Mr Idema and the others were 


Jawed 1 mini a spokesman lor 
ihe president said that the 
eo vet nmems pi eS i lninan 

investigation had shown that 
Lhe three Americans were 
acting outside the law Toi 
example they imprisoned 
some people, who are against 
the law. and also our 
investigation has shown that 
these men had no connection 
with officials inside or outside 
of Afghanistan. 1 * he said 
“We me forging a government 
here, and only the Siigliesl 
government authority is 
entitled to solve ministers’ 
problems or to decide what to 
do." Judge BaklUian told Mi 
Idema "Afghanistan is not a 
forest that any animal can 
behave how it wants." 

Violence continued in 
Afghanistan on Sunday A 45- 
vear-old woman was killed m 
a rocket attack on the east side 
of Kabul, near die United 
Slates Embassy compound 
Neighbors said the woman, 
who was Int by shrapnel while 
in her house, died in route to 
the hospital 


US .-Led Troops Kill Taliban Militant 

KANDAHAR- Arghandab, another and fair elections" 

l' S and Afghan troops district of Zabul, presidential 
killed one militant and deputy police chief spokesman Jawed ■ 
captured four o(tia& Ghulam Jailani said. Ludin said. "We are > ( 
while searching a 'Four Taliban riding very happy that 
Taliban stronghold where two motorcycles everyone is interested , 

‘-unnien shot and attacked two Humvees in cooperating." 
wounded an Amencan who were on patrol Karzai has said that 
soldier on patrol, Afghan there," Jailani said. "warlordism"rather 
Officials Stud Tuesday' "One of the American than a stubborn 
Also, President Hamid soldiers was Taliban insurgency ^ 

Karzai shifted three wounded." poses the greatest 

powerful militia leaders U.S. forces later threat to Afghanistan s 
to civilian and police seized one suspect in recovery from more 
posts in an attempt to the area, he said. than two decades of 
keep upcoming American military fighting, 

elections fair officials in Kabul had Factional violence has 

Parliamentary polls no immediate broken out in at least 

have been delayed comment three other northern 

until spring partly Further south, dozens and western provinces 
because of the of suspected Taliban this year, 
reluctance to disarm armed with assault in an agreement 
warlords who helped rifles attacked the reached this week 
the United States drive mayor's office in Naish northern strongman 
out the Taliban in district in Kandahar Atta Mohammed will 
2001 province, 40 miles become governor of 

Five suspected northwest of Kandahar Balkh province, Ludin 

Taliban were caught city, provincial said, 

by surprise when government The province includes 

American and Afghan spokesman Khalid the main northern city 
soldiers arrived Pashtun said. of Mazar-e-Sharif. 

Monday in a village in The gunmen retreated where Mohammed's 
Nawbahar distnet of after a 20-minute mainly Tajik militia has 
southeastern Zabul shootout in which one feuded relentlessly 
orovihee Gov Khiai attacker was wounded with * that of Uzbek ; 
Mohammed said. and detained, Pashtun warlord Abdul Rashid 

"They were hiding in a said. No government Dostum. ^ 

house and resisted" officials or guards In eastern Nangamar 
Mohammed said, were hurt. commander Hazrat Al 

"One of them was The American military becomes provincial 
killed The others tried last week announced police chief. The corps 

To run"bu» they a new operation ^mmander of sou^ern 
were caDtured" designed to prevent Kandahar, Khan 

■ Troops P confiscated militants from derailing Mohammed, makes the 

: nine motorcycles - a elections slated for same switch. 

! favored vehicle in October and April. The Defense Ministry 

■ 1 Taliban attacks - and But the force, which was still working on 

’ about 10 rifles in the recently peaked at their replacements 
! viilaae 100 miles about 20,000, has Ludin said. 

' northeast of the main been unable to halt a This month, < Kra> 

n enuthpm citv of string of attacks on warned of severe 
11 Kandahar election workers, punishment" for anyone 

I Mohammed said voters and Afghan and blocking a UX 
o hundreds of Afghan foreign troops, program tha ^ w ^ 

1 and American troops The United Nations supposed to disarm 40 

" continued searching warns that armed percent of the country s 

U j parts of Zabul. where factions could use their estimated 40,000 
,n ; u s -ted troops say guns to sway the vote, 60,000 militiamen by 

'■ they have killed scores though it says the Oct. last month. 

: Slants since May. 9 presidential election However only about 

-■a and neighboring is less at risk, 11,000 have given up 

d Ghazni orovince "The government is their guns so far and 

><■ ? h h f A S n soldier trying to provide the U.N. has named 

lo was shot and opportunities for the Atta as one of the chief 
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The President Will Visit Pakistan' 
for Cementing Ties 

President Hamid hard-line Taliban 

Karzai will travel to regime. Musharraf 
Pakistan next week for switched sides altei 
talks with Pakistani the Sept. 11 attacks on 
leaders to strengthen the United States, 
relations, the Foreign becoming a key 
Ministry said, Karzai Washington ally, 

will meet with the Pakistan has pledged 
Pakistani president, financial assistance to 
Gen. Pervez help Karzai 1 s 

Musharraf, and other government rebuild 
government officials Afghanistan, 
during the two-day devastated by more 
visit beginning July than two decades ot 
26, the Foreign ’fighting. Many 

Ministry said. An hundreds of thousands 
Afghan diplomat of Afghan refugees are 

confirmed the trip on still living on Pakistani 
condition of soil, though millions 

anonymity, have returned since 

Pakistan is late 2001, when an 

Afghanistan's neighbor American-led military 
to the east and was a effort ousted the 


key supporter of the faliban. 

66 Pakistani Prisoners Freed 

The Government has two neighbors. 


freed a new group of 66 
Pakistani prisoners 
caught Fighting for the 
Taleban during the 
U.S.-led war in late 
2001 

Pakistan matched the 
move by releasing 34 
' Afghan prisoners jailed 
mainly for illegal entry 
, and other minor crimes. 

Pakistani diplomats 
: have welcomed the 
I release as a positive 
I move to improve 
relations between the 


A Pakistani diplomat in 
Kabul said he hoped the 
rest of the prisoners in 
Afghanistan would be 
released soon Pakistan 
claims there are about 
500 . more Pakistani 

nationals in Afghan 
prisons. Pakistan was 
the main backer of the 
hard-line Islamic 

Taleban regime until it 
reversed, its support 
following the September 
II. 2001 terror attacks 
on the United States. 


Two Rockets Fired Into Kabul 


KABUL - 

Two rockets were fired 
into the capital on 
Tuesday evening, 

blowing a hole in a 
busy main road but 
causing no casualties. 
Kabul police quickly 
sealed off the Jalalabad 
Road, w-hich is 
frequently used by 
NATO-led 

i peacekeepers and U.S 
troops based in the east 
of ■ the city. 

Investigators from the 
police and the 
international force 

could be seen 
inspecting a meter-wide 
crater in the asphalt 
City police Chief Gen 
Baba Jan said the 


second rocket landed in 
an open area near a 
theater. 

Rockets are regularly 
fired at cities and 
military bases around 
the country 

They rarely cause 
serious damage, but one 
fired into Kabul on 
Sunday killed a woman 
near the peacekeepers' 
downtown headquarters. 
Jan blamed "the enemies 
of Afghanistan and its 
people" — shorthand 
here for Taliban 
militants and followers 
of warlord Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar opposed to 
the government of 
President Hamid 

Karzai. 


Pakistani Amy Hunts Militants 
near Afghan Border 


wounded 


in people to have free offenders. 


Pakistan has sent 
gunship and transport 
helicopters to the 
mountains near the 
Afghan border in a 
further attempt to flush 
out foreign militants, 
including al-Qaida. 

The mo^ followed 
I Sunday's firefight 

between militants and 
Pakistani soldiers in 
South Waziristan, a 
semi-autonomous tribal 
region There is no 
official confirmation of 
casualties 


Clashes between the 

Pakistani army and 

foreign militants and 
their local allies are 
frequent near the 

Afghan border where 

troops have been 

hunting for al-Qaida 
fighters. 

Pakistani officials say 

they believe hundreds of 
foreign militants linked 
to al-Qaida and 

Afghanistan's ousted 
Taleban are hiding in 
the rugged mountains 
along the border. 
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